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parts of the Central Plain, a number of industrial regions have
grown up within it and require to be treated separately,
The Cheshire Salt District centres round the towns of Northwich
and Winsford, the salt itself lying in the red marls of the Upper
Trias. A small quantity is mined, but the bulk is obtained by
pumping up and evaporating water which has been allowed to
enter the mines and dissolve the salt. An important chemical
industry based upon the production of salt has grown up at North-
wich and at other points upon the saltfield, as well as at the neigh-
bouring towns of Runcom and Widnes, already mentioned.
The North Staffordshire Coalfield is a valuable one, and its
annual output is over 7,000,000 tons. The coals vary in quality,
but they are chiefly used for domestic, steam, and manufacturing
purposes, though in some cases good coking and gas coals are found.
A considerable quantity of iron ore is also obtained from the Coal
Measures. Mining and the manufacture of pottery are the chief
occupations of the region. The latter industry, which is carried
on in and around the ''Five Towns" (now united in the county
borough of Stoke-upon-Trent) owed its origin to the presence of
large deposits of suitable clay in the neighbourhood. The finer
clays are now exhausted, and it is necessary to import kaolin from
Devonshire, as well as other raw materials from various sources,
for the manufacture of porcelain and china; local clays are still
used for the coarser kinds of earthenware, and for making the
"saggars1* in which the finer kinds are baked. Iron-smelting and
engineering are also important pursuits.
The Black Country. The coalfields of this region extend from
Rugeley in South Staffordshire as far as the Clent Hills. The
coals are of much the same character as in the previous region,
except that gas and coking coals are generally absent. The total
available content of the Staffordshire coalfields is estimated at
7,000,000,000 tons, but in the Black Country proper, that is to the
south of Walsall, the annual output of coal has fallen to little over
1,000,000 tons, and the bulk of that which is used comes either from
Cannock Chase, with an annual output of over 5,000,000 tons, or
from Warwickshire. The region is one of great industrial activity,
The iron ore which occurs in the Coal Measures was for long worked
with charcoal from the Forest of Arden, which lies to the south,
and, when coal replaced charcoal as the fuel required, the industry